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sea from the foothills. But the general character of the whole
peninsula was upland, and there were in central and southern
Italy "but three plains of marked extent; those along the
Arnus, the happy fields of Campania, and the prairies of

The Plains of Italy.

Apulia on the opposite coast. Still, almost all portions of
central Italy, on either side of the chain, made good cam-
paigning ground, and the mountains could at intervals be
readily crossed.

We do not know as much about the roads as we could
wish. But where the great turnpikes with which the Romans
invariably followed up their conquests did not yet exist, there
were no doubt excellent substitutes in the country roads,
either native or Eoman. The neighbors of Eome were all
but as active in internal improvements as herself. Neither
the consuls nor Hannibal appear usually to have been ham-pland or lowland war; Hannibal
